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SUBJ: RHODESIA: THE NEUTRAL CHAIRMAN 
REF: (A) LONDON 7294; (B) STATE 1 17300 

1. WHILE I AGREE WITH LONDON’S COMMENTS PARA 3 REETEL A, 

BELIEVE THERE ARE OTHER CONSIDERATIONS TO BE TAKEN INTO 
ACCOUNT: 

- THERE IS AN ADVANTAGE TO THE PF AND FRONTLINE'S UNDERSTANDING 
THAT THE BRITISH ARE NOT EAGER TO REASSUME RESPONSIBILITY IN 
RHODESIA (AS DISTINGUISHED FROM COOLNESS TO THE ANGLO-AMERICAN 
PROPOSAL BASED ON PRESUMED SUPPORT FOR THE MODERATES IN THE 
INTERNAL AGREEMENT). AS LONG AS THE UK CONTINUES TO EXPRESS 

ITS WILLINGNESS TO PROVIDE A RESIDENT COMMISSIONER, AN EXPRESS- 
ION OF FLEXIBILITY IN TRANSEORMING THE POSITION INTO A "NEUTRAL 
CHAIRMAN" CAN STRENGTHEN OUR BARGAINING POSITION ON OTHER 
MATTER AT ISSUE IN THE PROPOSAL. 

- OWEN MAY BE RIGHT THAT THE SUBSTITUTION OF ANOTHER NATIONAL 
EOR BRITISH COMMISSIONER WOULD BE THE EACE-SAVING DEVICE SMITH 
COULD POINT TO IN MOVING BACK TOWARDS THE AAP. 

2. THE CONCEPT OF A NEUTRAL CHAIRMAN, OE COURSE, WOULD CHANGE 
THE NATURE OF THE PROPOSAL BRINGING IT CLOSER TO THE NAMIBIA 
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CONCEPT. BUT IT HAS ALREADY BEEN MODIEIED IMPORTANTLY BY 
INTRODUCTION OP POWER SHARING THROUGH A GOVERNING COUNCIL. 
PLEXIBILITY PARTICULARLY TOWARDS IDEAS THAT BOTH RHODESIAN 
PARTIES SUPPORT IS IMPORTANT. 

3. AS AN ALTERNATIVE SUGGESTION THEREPORE RATHER THAN AS A 
SUBSTITUTION, THE CONCEPT SEEMS TO ME TO HAVE VALUE. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


4. AS THE DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, OWEN ALREADY USED THE TERM 
"OR NEUTRAL CHAIRMAN" IN REEERRING TO THE RESIDENT COMMISSIONER 
DURING THE MEETING WITH THE PF AND FRONTLINE IN DAR. 
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